Content for community consultation brochure

We all enjoy and have enormous pride in our beautiful beaches, pristine waters and unspoilt natural
bushland. It's an important part of our local identity. The local environment is one of the key
reasons we live here and why others like to come and visit.

We all have an important role in protecting these natural assets to make sure our children and
grandchildren can experience the idyllic lifestyle and surroundings that we currently enjoy.

But there are challenges ahead as our climate changes. These changes are likely to have an impact
on our lifestyle, our natural environment, our towns and the local economy. Creating an
environment that is sustainable into the future is more important than ever.

Every one of us can help shape a more sustainable future. The
at waork or school, on holidays or while out and about in th
greenhouse gases released into the atmosphere. :

ices we make each day at home,
unity will affect the level of

Therefore, we all have a responsibility to reduce
live a greener life. Some simple actions could in

ssions we pro There are lots of ways to

- Switching to energy efficient lighting;
- Watking, riding or taking the
- Growing your own vegetabieé
Starting a compost bin or worm farm;

fate transport;

rainfall and more frequent storms and droughts.
be expected.

s Instaliing solarllsg
* upgrading to energy
s trialling energy efficient lamps in street lights; and

icient lighting in our buildings;

s buying 100% GreenPower for our caravan parks.

With Council’s journey towards a greener future well underway, it is time to look at how our
community can reduce its emissions.

What are community emissions?

These emissions are generated by the electricity and gas that is used in our residential, commercial
and industrial sectors. It also includes emissions from vehicles and waste going to landfill.



In 2007, the Borough community generated 49,251 tonnes of carbon emissions. Electricity usage
(60%) and transport (25%) were the highest emitters followed by natural gas (12%) and waste (3%).

Total Annual Community Emissions (2007)
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Figures sourced from Department of Sustainability and Enviranment

QUICK FACTS

e Commercial properties (retail shops, hotels, offices, rental properties) are the highest users
of electricity and gas per site '

Electricity
e 2,758 residential properties consumed 55% of electricity
e 226 commercial properties used 43% of electricity
Transport
* 2,360 passenger cars registered in the Borough emitted 64% of total transport emissions
Gas ‘
e 2,232 residential customers generated 78% of total gas emissions.
e Average consumption per commercial customer is five times the average consumption of a
residential customer.
Waste
e Includes waste sent to landfill from the weekly kerbside service, the annual hard waste
collection and tri-annual green waste collections.

How can we reduce community emissions?

To get started on reducing emissions, a community action plan is now being prepared. Members of
the community and Council officers have worked with a consultant to develop the draft plan, which
includes 45 potential initiatives that will help us work towards being carbon neutral by 2020. Carbon
neutral is where emissions are effectively reduced to zero through a combination of reducing energy
consumption, using renewable energy and offsetting the remaining emissions.



How will the plan be delivered?

Council cannot create a carbon neutral community on its own. We need the support and
involvement of our residents, businesses, schools and community groups to achieve this goal.

To this end, we shall establish a sustainability alliance that will be responsible for delivering
initiatives from the final community action plan. The alliance will bring our community together in a
coordinated campaign against climate change and build upon the experiences and knowledge of
existing environmental groups.

To ensure everyone is represented, alliance members will be drawn from across the community.
Each member will execute an initiative from the final plan that is within their area of expertise. For
example, a local real estate agent may take the lead role in delivering an initiative to reduce
emissions from holiday rentals.

Council’s role will be to facilitate the alliance, promote.its activities and secure funding to undertake
projects. Council will also deliver a small number of activities from the plan.

Alliance members will meet quarterly to report on their progress and the community will be kept
abreast of progress via Council’s website, the rates newsletter and presentations to Council
meetings.

We invite your feedbhack

Council is seeking your comments and feedback on the proposed initiatives in the draft plan. In
particular, we want you to prioritise the activities you believe should be undertaken during the new
Council term of 2013'to 2017.

Please review the initiatives listed in this. document and number your top 10 priorities in order of
importance from 1 —10 (1 being your top priority). The initiatives target four areas — energy,
transport, waste and general. The placement of initiatives on the list is not an indication of
importance.

By completing this task, you will be helping to frame an action plan to reduce community emissions
in the next few years.

How to provide your feedback
You can provide your feedback a number of ways including;

- Through the post to PO Box 93, Queenscliff 3225;
- Calling into Council’s offices at 50 Learmonth Street, Queenscliff; or
- Online at www.queenscliffe.vic.gov.au

Want more information?

You can learn more about the action plan and how you can get involved by dropping in to a listening
post in Queenscliff and Point Lonsdale as follows;



Thursday, 6™

Queenscliffe

3 Tobin Drive

1 10.30am-12.30pm

December 2012 Neighbourhood House
Thursday, 13" Queenscliff Field Park in Hesse Street 10.30am-12.30pm
December 2012 (in between the Post Office &

Library)

Thursday, 13"
December 2012

Point Lonsdale

Outside IGA Supermarket

1.30pm-3.30pm

Thursday, 17",
January 2013

Queenscliff

Field Park in Hesse Street
{in between the Post Office &
Library)

10.30am-12.30pm

Thursday, 17"
January 2013

Point Lonsdale

Outside IGA Supermarket

1.30pm-3.30pm

The deadline for feedback is Friday, 1 February 2013.
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